
SIGN UP FOR PAPERLESS BILLING BY VISITING
                                                            WWW.MPU.ORG TO LEARN MORE!    

Open House Planned for October 11th 
To help celebrate Public Power Week and to commemorate the 100th 
year of municipal ownership of the electric utility, Manitowoc Public 
Utilities is hosting an Open House! 

The event will take place on Saturday, October 11th from 11:00 AM 
to 3:00 PM at the MPU facilities located at the corner of S. 8th and 
Madison Streets.  

Activities will take place throughout the day, including tours of the 
Water Treatment and Power Plant facilities. Educational displays will 
be set up under the tent in our main office parking lot, along with 
winning entries from our Historic Electric Appliance Contest.  

Weather permitting, bucket truck rides and safety demonstrations will be given by our line crew staff. Personnel will also be repow-
ering of one of the original 1889 Edison generators. 

Refreshments will be served all day. The commemorative history book Anchor of the Community, written by Dr. Kerry Trask (see 
article below), will also be available for purchase.  Hope to see you there!    

To commemorate the first 100 years of service to the community, Manitowoc Public Utilities commissioned 
Dr. Kerry Trask to research and author the history of the Utility.   

Dr. Trask is professor emeritus of history with the University of Wisconsin Colleges and taught history at 
UW-Manitowoc from 1972 until his retirement in 2008.    

Anchor of the Community  views MPU’s role in the community over the last 100 years  from economic, 
political, technological, and social perspectives. Dr. Trask calls attention to many of the challenges faced by 
the community and the utility, and how leadership and dedicated staff worked to overcome these challenges.  

The book includes many historical photographs, thanks to research and editing by Patrick Young.  

Anchor of the Community is scheduled to be released in conjunction with the Open House on October 11.    

LED Street Light Being Tested 
Energy efficiency is very important to MPU; it’s good for the environment and helps us to keep competitive electric rates. This is why 
MPU is currently testing LED street lighting at several locations.  

The lights are being tested on South 8th Street, between Marshall Street and Washington Street, near the Courthouse, and also on 
Quay Street between South 8th Street and South 6th Street, near the Library.    

LED lights consume roughly 50% less energy compared to existing high pressure sodium street lighting. The LED street lights have 
much longer life expectancies, meaning less time spent re-lamping. They also produce light color which is closer to that found during 
the daytime, and are a directional source of light, thus reducing the amount of wasted illumination.   

MPU plans on testing different types of fixtures in other parts of the city at a later date.   
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Effective July 1, 2014, MPU implemented its 
second consecutive electric rate decrease.   

The 2 percent decrease was made possible 
through utility-wide efficiency improvements and 
retirement of obsolete generation equipment.  
MPU retired a diesel-powered generator in 2009, 
stoker boilers 5, 6, and 7 in 2010, and Turbine 4 
in 2011.  In May of 2009 MPU decreased electric 
rates by 4 percent. 

Despite decreases in electric rates, MPU has been 
able to bring forth significant electric system im-
provements, including the Unit 9 addition to the 
power plant, and the Manitowoc Rapids Substa-
tion and accompanying line rebuild. 

No changes are planned for electric rates in 2015.  The chart above shows the average monthly electric bill for a customer using 800 
kWh per month. Since the year 2006, the average MPU residential customer has seen electric rates increase 2 percent. 

Important Information about your Electric Rates 

As part of MPU’s 100 year Anniversary celebration, we invite customers to participate in a Historic Electric Appliance Contest.  

The Historic Electric Appliance Contest is open to all customers of MPU. In each category, entries will be judged on 
the basis of uniqueness, age, and the condition of the appliance. Categories include: Large Household Appliances 
(refrigerators, stove, washing machines, etc.); Small Household Appliances (Lamps, toaster, radios, fans, etc.); Toys 
and Tools (drill, saw, train set, etc.); Other (industrial machines or unique specialty devices). 

Chamber Bucks are awarded to the top three entries in each category. First place is  $75, second place is $50 and third place is $25.  

To submit an entry, find that Historic Electric Appliance. Then take a digital picture(s) of your Appliance and e-mail with the descrip-
tion it to: oldelectricappliance@mpu.org. In your email message, be sure to include your name, address, phone number, and a de-
scription of your appliance— list the history of the appliance, when and where was it purchased, how it was used, and any other perti-
nent facts about the appliance. (Entries must include this information in order to be eligible.)  

All entries must be received by September 26, 2014 – Winners will be announced and prizes awarded the week of September 29, 
2014.  Winning entries will also be invited to display their Appliances at the MPU Open House on Saturday, October 11, 2014. 

MPU will post all entrants’ photos and descriptions on our “Historic Electric Appliance Contest” photo gallery at www.mpu.org.   

Ask for the Badge 

Historic Electric Appliance Contest 

Manitowoc residents are reminded to cautious when allowing utility service workers to enter their homes or businesses.  Residents 
should never hesitate to ask for proof of identification before allowing anyone their home.  If you’re not convinced the employee is a 
legitimate representative of the utility, contact the company directly for verification. 

MPU employees normally wear uniforms and always carry photo identification badges.  MPU service vehicles will be red with the 
familiar MPU logo on the doors.  Each vehicle is also identified with a specific vehicle number located on the fender just in front of the 
doors.  Meter readers mainly travel on foot, so a vehicle may not be seen. Most visits by MPU service technicians are scheduled in 
advance, or requested by the customer. MPU offers these tips.  

 MPU field employees will not ask for money, credit card numbers, or to use a customer’s phone.  
 Be suspicious if someone shows up without an appointment asking to check an appliance, wiring or suggesting a water or electric 

problem inside your home.  
 Do not let anyone into your home unless you verify who they are, see the individual's ID and know the purpose for the visit.  
 If you live alone and a stranger approaches, imply there’s someone else in your home or that someone will be arriving home soon.  
 Contact MPU at 920-683-4600 to verify field personnel working in the area.  
 Call 911 to report any suspicious activity.  
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